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What’s New in Scholastic Reading Inventory and  
Scholastic Achievement Manager Version 2.0? 

Scholastic customers already using Scholastic Reading Inventory and Scholastic 
Achievement Manager (SAM) will notice new features in version 2.0.   

• Browser-Based Client Software: Scholastic Reading Inventory users now 
access the SRI client software through a browser. This eliminates the need 
for installing client software on individual student workstations. Students 
access SRI through the Student Access Screen (page 5), which opens in a 
browser window. The workstations use a network connection to reach and 
transmit data to and from the SRI server.  

• Student Access Screen: When students click the Student Access Screen 
bookmark, the new Student Access Screen opens in a separate browser 
window. The screen has an icon for every program that is installed on the 
server. Students click the program icon to go to the Login Screen for that 
program. See page 5 for more information.  
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Overview 

Scholastic Reading Inventory (SRI) is a reading comprehension test that assesses 
students’ reading skills. The score from this test helps teachers place students on 
the correct educational path, adjust their teaching style to students’ needs, track 
students’ reading growth over time, and match readers to books appropriate for 
their skills.  

SRI is an adaptive test that adjusts to students’ responses. Once students start the 
test, the difficulty levels of questions change according to students’ performance. 
When the computer has enough information to generate a Lexile® measure, the 
test stops. Adaptive testing shortens test-taking time, increases testing accuracy, 
and helps ensure that no two students receive the same test.  

SRI has a test bank of 5,119 questions, and is based exclusively on passages from 
authentic children’s literature, both fiction and nonfiction, as well as excerpts from 
young adult and classic literature, newspapers, magazines, and periodicals.  

As they take the SRI, students answer fill-in-the-blank or cloze questions, similar to 
those found in many standardized tests, which measure students’ comprehension 
of the passages they read.  

Scholastic recommends that teachers use the SRI to determine the starting level 
for students in READ 180® as well as to measure students’ reading growth  
over time. 
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Logging In 

Student Access Screen 

Students are enrolled in Scholastic Reading Inventory (SRI) through Scholastic 
Achievement Manager (SAM). See Enrolling and Managing Students Using 
Scholastic Achievement Manager for detailed instructions on enrolling students. 

Once students are enrolled in Scholastic Reading Inventory, they may log in to SRI 
through the Student Access Screen on the student workstation. To open the 
Student Access Screen, open the workstation’s browser program and use the 
Student Access Screen bookmark (see the Scholastic Reading Inventory 
Installation Guide for help with bookmarking the Student Access Screen). 

 

The Student Access Screen displays icons for all Scholastic products installed on 
the server.  

To open the SRI Login Screen, click the SRI icon at the bottom of the screen. 

www.scholastic.com/sam/productsupport
www.scholastic.com/sam/productsupport
www.scholastic.com/sri/productsupport
www.scholastic.com/sri/productsupport
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Students may also log in to SRI through the product suite screens. If the student is 
enrolled in the READ 180 Enterprise Edition suite, the READ 180 Next Generation 
suite, or the System 44 suite, click the appropriate icon to open the access screen 
for the suite.   

 

 

 

  

 

Click the SRI icon to open the SRI Login Screen.  
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The SRI Login Screen  

 

From the Login Screen, students type their username and password and click Go 
On to start the test.  

 

 

 

Teacher Tip 
Use Estimate the Reading Level in the SRI Program Settings in SAM before 
students log in to ensure they receive targeted items for a more accurate 
Lexile measure. 
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Teacher Tip 
Choosing less than three genres increases the percentage of books that will 
appear from the selected genre(s) in the Recommended Reading Report. 
 
 

The Book Interest Screen  

If the SRI Program Settings have been set to allow students to choose their own 
interests, students see the Book Interest Screen (see SAM Settings and Reports 
for Scholastic Reading Inventory for information on how to adjust Program 
Settings). Students may select up to three genres. There are three groups of 
genres, sorted by grade level: K–2, 3–5, and 6–12.  

The application uses students’ selections to create a customized Recommended 
Reading Report at the completion of the test. The books on the Recommended 
Reading Report match students’ reading interests, grade level, and Lexile reading 
range. This allows students to read engaging books at their targeted reading level.  

 

To select book interest categories:  

1. Click the icons for up to three genres that they like to read. Students may 
click any selected icon again to deselect that choice. 

2. Click the Next button in the lower right corner of the screen.  

 

 
 

www.scholastic.com/sri/productsupport
www.scholastic.com/sri/productsupport
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Taking the SRI Practice Test  

Practice Tests prepare students for SRI tests by determining if students 
understand how to use the computer to answer SRI questions. Practice Test 
answers do not count toward students’ final Lexile measures. 

A Practice Test consists of questions in the same format as the actual test 
questions. These questions are designed to be easier than the student’s targeted 
reading level, and the student should be able to answer them correctly. The 
purpose is simply to assess whether the student understands the directions and 
the software interface.  

NOTE: Students only take Practice Tests if a teacher or administrator has 
configured Program Settings in SAM to enable this option. See Enrolling and 
Managing Students Using Scholastic Achievement Manager for information  
on how to change Program Settings.

 

After logging in, the application presents students with the test directions. When 
students finish reading or listening to the directions, they should click Next to begin 
the Practice Test.  

www.scholastic.com/sam/productsupport
www.scholastic.com/sam/productsupport


Scholastic Reading Inventory® Software Manual       
 

Scholastic Reading Inventory v2.0 Software Manual       Updated 05.02.11 Taking the SRI Practice Test • 10 
TM ® & © Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved.           PDF0182 (PDF)  

For each Practice Test question, students follow the same four-step process:  

1. Read a paragraph of fiction or nonfiction. 

2. Read a fill-in-the-blank or cloze question. 

3. Read the four multiple-choice answers. 

4. Select the best answer choice and click Next.  

 

Throughout the Practice Test, students may choose to skip up to three questions.  
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If a student answers a question incorrectly during a Practice Test, a Help window 
appears. The window prompts the student to ask the teacher for assistance. The 
program then gives that student a few additional questions to answer before 
completing the Practice Test.  

 

If students’ Estimated Reading Level is not set in the Program Settings in SAM 
when the student first logs in to SRI, the Practice Test is followed by 2–5 additional 
questions. These extra questions help determine the appropriate difficulty level for 
the beginning of the test.  
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Teacher Tip 
Students are not required to finish the SRI test in one session. To quit and 
save a testing session, students may press the Esc key and then click Yes at 
the prompt (page 14).  
 
 

Taking an SRI Test  

After the Practice Test is completed, the actual test begins. An SRI test consists of 
brief selections of authentic fiction and nonfiction literature. After reading each 
passage, students answer a cloze question using one of the multiple-choice 
answers provided. Students select an answer and click the Next button. To change 
an answer, students select another answer choice before clicking Next. Students 
may not return to a question after clicking the Next button.  
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Teacher Tip 
Scholastic recommends that students quit and save SRI tests during breaks 
and then return to the tests afterward, to avoid losing data due to a computer 
crash or power outage.  
 
 

Students may select answers by using either the mouse or the keyboard. To select 
an answer using the mouse: 

1. Click the answer from the list of options. This makes the selected word or 
phrase appear in the blank of the sentence. 

2. Click Next when they have made a final selection. 

To select an answer using the keyboard:  

1. Press the Tab key to activate the keyboard selection process. 

2. Use the Up and Down arrows to move through the choices.  

3. Press the Space Bar to select an answer.  

4. Press the Enter (or Return) key when they have completed the question.  

Throughout the SRI test, students may choose to skip up to three questions 
without affecting their results. To skip a question, students click the Skip button in 
the lower right corner of any question screen.  
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Pausing and Returning to an Incomplete SRI Test  

Students may save and quit incomplete SRI tests if they need more time or need to 
share hardware and computer time. When students log in to SRI the next time, the 
system automatically prompts them to continue taking the test.  

 

To exit the program, students press the Esc key. The application then asks 
students if they want to quit.  

Students may click Yes to quit and save the test to continue later; they may click 
No if they want to keep taking the test.  

To return to a test, students need only to log in to SRI to immediately be prompted 
to begin with their last unanswered question.  
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Viewing and Printing the 
Recommended Reading Report  

When students finish the test, the final screen displays their Lexile measure for the 
test. Students may click View to see an individualized Recommended Reading 
Report based on the results from the SRI test and their reading interests from the 
Book Interest Screen.  

The application selects books from a database of over 10,000 titles. The 
Recommended Reading Report also shows which of the books have Scholastic 
Reading Inventory  quizzes installed.  

NOTE: Students only see their Lexile measure on this screen if a teacher or 
administrator has configured their Program Settings in SAM to enable this option. 
See Enrolling and Managing Students Using Scholastic Achievement Manager 
for more information on how to change students’ Program Settings. 

 

 

www.scholastic.com/sam/productsupport
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Teacher Tip 
Remember that the workstation needs to be hooked up to a printer to print out 
reports. 

Printing the Recommended Reading Report  

To print the Recommended Reading Report:  

1. Click View to open a PDF copy of the report in a Web browser.  

2. Click the File menu in the toolbar, and then click Print to print the report.  

NOTE: Students are able to view this report only if a teacher or administrator has 
configured Program Settings in SAM to enable this option. See Enrolling and 
Managing Students Using Scholastic Achievement Manager for more information  
on how to change Program Settings. Teachers may also view the report through SAM.  

 

 

www.scholastic.com/sam/productsupport
www.scholastic.com/sam/productsupport
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Technical Support 

For questions or other support needs, visit the Scholastic Education Product 
Support website at http://www.scholastic.com/sri/productsupport.  

 

At the site, users will find program documentation, manuals, and guides, as well as 
Frequently Asked Questions and live chat support.  

For specific questions regarding the Scholastic program suite, contact customer 
service to speak to a representative for each EE program at: 

• 1-800-283-5974 (all EE products) 

• 1-800-927-0189 (other versions) 

For specific questions about using SAM with your Scholastic programs, click Help 
in the Quick Links along the top of any screen in SAM.  

 

www.scholastic.com/sri/productsupport
www.scholastic.com/sri/productsupport

