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Document-Based Investigations Teach Students to Think Critically



Inquiry is at the center of learning, challenging and preparing students for college 
and career. That is why you will find Document-Based Investigations in EVERY lesson.

Document-Based Investigations:

• Support active inquiry and ask students to think critically as they read

• Encourage students to analyze primary sources like a historian

• Culminate with evidence-based writing tasks at the end of each module

Promote Inquiry with  
                 HMH® Social Studies 
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Students focus on inquiry, critical thinking, close reading, and writing as they work 
with a variety of historical, visual, and video sources including:

Promote Inquiry and  
                   Active Learning 

• Interactive Maps

• Static Maps

• Interactive Graphs

• Static Graphs

• Interactive Tables

• Static Tables

• Channel One Videos

• HISTORY® Videos

• Animations

• Single Images

• Images with Slider

• Images with Hotspots

• Nonfiction Text 
Selections

• Fiction Text Selections
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Document-Based Investigations build to end-of-module DBI performance tasks.

Promote Inquiry and Active Learning  
                      Throughout Each Lesson 

Lesson 2, Module 2

Drop-down arrows offer additional 
support for students who struggle  
with analysis of primary sources.
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Essential Questions spark curiosity, 
guide instruction, and ask students 
to apply knowledge through 
writing tasks.
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Lesson 3, Module 2

Promote Inquiry and Active Learning  
                      Throughout Each Lesson 
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Lesson 4, Module 2
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Each lesson DBI 
provides students 
immediate feedback
when answering an 
analytical question.

Lesson 5, Module 2

Promote Inquiry and Active Learning  
                      Throughout Each Lesson 
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Lesson 6, Module 2

Lesson 7, Module 2
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Document-Based Investigation: Part 1, Module 2

Students are provided the 
opportunity to review each 
Document-Based Investigation 
and strengthen their answers 
to prepare for the Performance 
Task in Part 2.

Revisit Essential Question—
End-of-Module Writing 

Students are asked to 
demonstrate their understanding 
of the module content by 
answering the Essential Question.

Promote Inquiry and Active Learning  
 with Cumulative End-of-Module DBI 
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Lesson 6, Module 2 Document-Based Investigation:  
Part 2, Module 2

Performance Tasks ask students 
to analyze and draw evidence 
from several relevant sources.
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For more information and to review online materials,  
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