
Use the  
FUNomenal Stories  
to reinforce reading and listening skills while 
modeling the process of using science to 
explore the world!
*Story narration is found in the Teacher Guide

Actual Size:  
25” x 19”

Sampler
Grade K
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To learn more about HMH Into Science, visit hmhco.com/intoscience

Find the story, pacing, pre-reading support, formative assessment options, 
and guidance for Social and Emotional Learning activities in your Teacher Guide.

hmhco.com

HMH Into ScienceTM, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt®, HMH®, and The Learning Company® are trademarks or registered trademark of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. © Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. All right reserved 10/20. WF1105955 F-1795434 
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Preview
Build on Prior Knowledge Ask for a show of hands from 
children who have seen a vegetable garden before. Have 

volunteers share their experience with the class.

READ AND DO SCIENCE  | PREVIEW THE PHENOMENON

Direct children’s attention to the first page of the story.

Let’s look at the picture together. What do you notice about this 
picture? Children should notice the rabbit and the garden with 
vegetables growing in it.

I wonder what happened to the vegetables in one of the rows. Does 
anyone have an idea? Children may think that the rabbit ate them or 
that someone picked them.

After looking at this picture, what do you want to know more 
about? Stand up if you want to share. Children may want to know 
more about what happened to the vegetables in the garden.

Let’s find out more about what is happening. Are you ready to listen?

ELA

SEP 
Asking Questions and Defining 
Problems

Scientific Knowledge Is Based on 
Empirical Evidence

Analyzing and Interpreting Data

DCI
LS1.C Organization for Matter and 
Energy Flow in Organisms

CCC
Patterns

STANDARDS SUPPORTED

53
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FUNomenal STORY

LESSON 2

Discover
READ ALOUD  | PAGE 7  ELA

T oday, I have a story for you about the 
Gomez family and their vegetable 

garden.

Ahhhh, summer. The time of year when the 

days are long and the Gomezes’ vegetable 

garden is filled with beans and lettuce—all 

ripe and ready to eat.Family members take turns picking the 

vegetables served at dinner each night. 

Everyone knows that vegetables are nutritious 

and help the body grow and stay healthy. And 

everyone enjoys them.Last night was Hector’s turn to pick the 

vegetables. He had his heart set on beans. 

But when he went out to the garden, what do 

you think he found? Almost all the beans were 

gone! And right there was a rabbit eating the 

last one!

What’s Going On in the Garden? (continued)
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Rules  for Discussion

Listen to the person talking.

Look at the person talking.

Take turns.

Use a clear voice that 

people can hear.
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or Opinion
Fact

?

Elephants 

have big 

ears.

Elephants are 

my favorite 

animal!

• true

• can be proven

• does not 
change

• feeling or
 thought

• cannot be proven

• might change

An opinion tells 

what someone feels 

or thinks about 

something.

A fact gives 

information 

that is true
.

FUNomenal STORY

Plan

ANCHORING PHENOMENON

The anchoring phenomenon in the Activity Guide is Some people use 

nets in gardens and focuses on fixing the problem of a rabbit eating 

the Gomez family’s vegetables in their garden. The FUNomenal Story 

presents the same phenomenon. Both present the same science 

content and the same standards.

Options for ELA Instruction  ELA

Choose one of the following anchor chart options and project it or print 

copies. Then display and introduce the chart before reading the text and 

encourage children to discuss how the skill connects to the text.

A Noun is a… Use the A Noun is a… Anchor Chart 

when reading the story aloud. Ask children to 

identify the people (the Gomez family), the place (a 

garden), and thing (the rabbit) in the story.

Rules for Discussion After reading the story 

aloud, use the Rules for Discussion Anchor Chart 

to guide children in how to have a constructive 

conversation.

Fact or Opinion? After reading the story aloud, 

display the Fact or Opinion? Anchor Chart. Guide 

children in a discussion of the facts Mr. Gomez 

presents to the family about using netting to protect 

their vegetable garden and Hector’s opinion about 

also considering the rabbit’s need for food. Make a 

T-chart and have children list the facts and opinions.

02 What’s Going On  

in the Garden?

30
min

WHEN TO USE

SCIENCE 

• Anchoring Phenomenon

• Options for ELA Instruction

• Build on Prior Knowledge

• Read and Do Science

• Read Aloud

• Check for Comprehension

Option 1 Use before children 

begin the lesson in the Activity 

Guide to provide an engaging 

model to introduce the 

lesson’s phenomenon.

Option 2 Use after children 

have completed the Activity 

Guide to reinforce children’s 

understanding of the 

lesson phenomenon.

ELA  20
min

 

• Options for ELA Instruction

• Build on Prior Knowledge

• Read Aloud

Option 3 To use during 

designated ELA Reading time 

for whole-group or small-group 

instruction, look for this icon:

ELA
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