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anda wears the same faded blue dress to school every
day—yet she says she has one hundred beautiful dresses at

home, “all lined up.” The other girls don’t believe it, and when
Peggy starts a daily game of teasing Wanda about the hundred
dresses, everyone joins in. Maddie, Peggy’s best friend, goes along
with the game, but she secretly wonders whether she can find the
courage to speak up in Wanda’s defense. 

It’s not until Wanda fails to come to school one day that her
classmates learn the truth about the hundred dresses—and Maddie
and Peggy learn the meaning of kindness and generosity of spirit.

Eleanor Estes’s heartfelt story, a Newbery Honor Book and a
beloved classic for more than sixty years, offers readers of all ages 
a timeless message of compassion and understanding.

With restored illustrations by Caldecott Medalist 
Louis Slobodkin and a letter to readers 

by Helena Estes, the daughter of the author.

“[The Hundred Dresses] will take its place with the 
books that endure.”—Saturday Review

“Written with rare intuition and pictured with warm 
sympathy and charm.”—The Horn Book

“No young person . . .will ever forget it.”—Book Week

Harcourt, Inc. Ages 6 to 10 / $6.00 / Higher in Canada
525 B Street, San Diego, CA 92101
15 East 26th Street, New York, NY 10010
www.HarcourtBooks.com

Manufactured in China
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*Includes sample pages of select titles from the  
   International Independent Classroom Reading Libraries!

HMH
INDEPENDENT  

READING LIBRARIES



Having lots of books in a classroom is good. But when a classroom is filled with 

appealing books, in a wide variety of genres, at text levels that match the reading 

abilities of your students, it’s a game-changer. Students are motivated to read, assume 

more control in their learning, and develop the skills and habits of lifelong readers.

Success Begins with the Right Book

Aligned to Research
One of the evidence-based characteristics of effective 
independent reading libraries is that they offer a range of 
text difficulty levels that are matched to students’ abilities. 

The HMH International Independent Classroom 
Reading Libraries offer a unique solution—a selection of 
books at the right levels to encourage independent reading, 
building students’ reading stamina and confidence. 

Curated for Your Students

Single copies of high-interest fiction and nonfiction titles 

span a variety of topics and genres to appeal and engage  

all readers in Grades K–5. 

·	  The Kindergarten Library contains 50 single-copy titles 

spanning a variety of Lexile®-based collections.

·	  Each library at Grades 1–5 contains 100 single-copy 

titles spanning a variety of Lexile-based collections.

·	 Libraries include totes for convenient storage. 



What benefits do HMH International Independent Classroom Reading Libraries bring to 
your classroom?

·	  Provide the perfect mix of fiction and nonfiction Trade and Leveled Readers in        

 convenient canvas totes

·	  Fill your classroom with high-quality, “just right” texts that will engage students, all       

 leveled by Lexile

·	  Motivate your students to read more, improving their comprehension, fluency,           

 vocabulary, background knowledge, and cultural literacy 

How Are the Libraries Organized?
HMH International Independent Classroom Reading Libraries are comprised of a mix of 
Trade books, Rigby® and Steck-Vaughn® Leveled Readers, and Science and Engineering 
Leveled Readers, all organized in canvas totes, each containing 50 books within specified 
Lexile ranges.

 
HMH International Independent Classroom Reading Libraries Lexile Ranges:

Lexile Level Spans per Grade

K 1 2 3 4 5

BR–260 110–570 300–720 430– 800 580–1010 750–1270



Here are a few pages from some of the quality texts you can expect to find in the  
HMH International Independent Classroom Reading Libraries.
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Job: 04-87580 Title: Curious George Visits The Library
(175#)  Dtp: 184 Page: 3

3

This is George. 
He was a good little monkey and always very curious. 
Today George and his friend the man with the yellow hat

were at the library.
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Job: 04-87580 Title: Curious George Visits The Library
(175#)  Dtp: 184 Page: 4

4

George had never been to the library before. He had
never seen so many books before, either. Everywhere he
looked, people were reading.

Some people read quietly to themselves.
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Job: 04-87580 Title: Curious George Visits The Library
(175#)  Dtp: 184 Page: 5
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But in the children’s room the librarian was reading out loud.
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How Do Engineers Solve Problems? 
Non fiction

Lexile: 250L

Included in Grade 1 Library A, Lexile Span 110L–360L

Determining what an engineer does, what objects are made 
of, and how we classify materials are only a few examples of 
what students will read about in this STEM-based reader.

Available online and 
for tablet devices

thinkcentral.com

How Do 
Engineers Solve 
Problems?

1535873-G1 Blue 2

1535873
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Curious George® Visits the Library 
Fiction

Lexile: 370L

Included in Grade 1 Library B, Lexile Span AD360L–570L

Authors: Margaret and H.A. Rey

In this fun story, students keep up with the notable Curious 
George character as he visits the library for the very first time.
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I get a jacket.
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It’s raining.
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I get an umbrella.
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It’s Raining   
Non fiction

Lexile: Beginning Reader (BR)

Included in Kindergarten Library, Lexile Span BR–260L

In this colorful Steck-Vaugn title, students read about 
rainy weather and associated vocabulary. 

Written by Sarah Vazquez

ISBN-13:
ISBN-10:

978-1-4190-6384-8
1-4190-6384-7

9 781419 063848

9 0 0 0 0

Nonfi ction

SET 1

Level B

THEME: Rain

Written by Sarah Vazquez
Illustrated by Gail Hicks

A Walk
in the
Rain
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Ben has a problem. Ben’s little brother likes to 

play with blocks, but he never puts them away. 

Ben constantly trips over them. Then Ben has to 

put them away. It takes time away from doing 

homework and playing with friends. 

What steps can Ben take to solve his problem?
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Ben has to pick up 
all these blocks!

Introduction

Ben has a problem. Ben’s little brother likes to 

play with blocks, but he never puts them away. 

Ben constantly trips over them. Then Ben has to 

put them away. It takes time away from doing 

homework and playing with friends. 

What steps can Ben take to solve his problem?
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Ben wonders how technology can help him with 

his problem. 

He has an idea! He could build a robot to pick 

up the blocks! But building a robot would take a 

really long time. 

Ben thinks of another idea. Maybe a vacuum 

cleaner will work. It sucks up dirt. Sometimes it 

sucks up paperclips and coins. Could it suck up 

the blocks? He takes out the vacuum cleaner. He 

turns it on and holds it over the blocks. Nothing 

happens. The blocks are too big for the vacuum 

cleaner to suck up. Ben needs to design a better 

plan. 

Technology is Everywhere!  

Engineers make technology to solve problems 

and to meet the needs of people around the world.

Ben thinks about the technology he has at 

home and how it can help him. Ben’s mother 

uses a computer and a printer for her business. 

Ben’s father uses a shovel when he works in the 

garden. He uses wrenches to fix his car. These 

tools are all technology. Even the car is technology 

because it helps the family get around.

Shovels are important 
technology to use in a garden. 

4
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Have You Heard the Nesting Bird? 
Non fiction

Lexile: 350L

Included in Grade 2 Library A, Lexile Span 300L–540L

Author: Rita Gray

Illustrator: Kenard Pak

In this Trade title, students hear all the different bird 
calls in counterpoint to the pervasive quiet of a mama 
bird waiting for her eggs to hatch.

How Does a Scientist Investigate? 
Non fiction

Lexile: 580L

Included in Grade 2 Library B, Lexile Span 540L–720L

This STEM-based Leveled Reader will introduce 
students to the investigative process.

The Frog Prince 
Fiction

Lexile: 550L

Included in the Grade 3 Library A, Lexile Span 430L–630L

Author: Daniel Jacobs

Illustrator: Pamela Anzalotti

Students will enjoy this retelling of the classic fairy tale by 
Brother’s Grimm.

ISBN-13:
ISBN-10:

978-1-4189-3653-2
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Have You Heard 
the Nesting Bird?

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt  •  Boston   New York 

Words by Rita Gray     

Pictures by Kenard Pak
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Mourning doves take their morning stroll.

coah, cooo, cooo, coooo
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But have you heard the nesting bird?

“What bird? Where?”

“That robin, nesting up there.”
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Woodpecker calls from a tree with a hole.

 cuk-cuk-cuk-cuk-cuk
Starling sings from a metal pole.

 whistle-ee-wee-tree
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Available online and 
for tablet devices

thinkcentral.com

How Does 
a Scientist 
Investigate?

1535922-G3 Red 1

1535922
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This boy uses his senses to 
observe the rock. He sees 
and touches the rock.

How do scientists think about the world?
Science is the study of the natural world. Scientists 

think a lot about the world. Do you? When you observe, 
you see all the things around you. You use all of your 
senses to observe. Scientists do this too!

Scientists also ask questions about what they observe. 
Then they plan a study to answer their question. The 
study is called an investigation. This kind of study helps 
the scientist learn more about something.

Underlined sentences answer these questions.

How do scientists think about the world?
How do scientists investigate?
How do you set up an experiment?
What tools help scientists?
Why do scientists use models?
How do scientists collect data?
How do scientists display results?
Why do scientists compare results?

observe data data table

hypothesis microscope bar graph

infer graduated cylinder

experiment model

variable empirical evidence

 Look for each word in yellow along with its meaning.

3
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Be an Active Reader!

This boy uses his senses to 
observe the rock. He sees 
and touches the rock.

How do scientists think about the world?
Science is the study of the natural world. Scientists 

think a lot about the world. Do you? When you observe, 
you see all the things around you. You use all of your 
senses to observe. Scientists do this too!

Scientists also ask questions about what they observe. 
Then they plan a study to answer their question. The 
study is called an investigation. This kind of study helps 
the scientist learn more about something.

Underlined sentences answer these questions.

How do scientists think about the world?
How do scientists investigate?
How do you set up an experiment?
What tools help scientists?
Why do scientists use models?
How do scientists collect data?
How do scientists display results?
Why do scientists compare results?

observe data data table

hypothesis microscope bar graph

infer graduated cylinder

experiment model

variable empirical evidence

 Look for each word in yellow along with its meaning.
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It is not easy to answer a question before you 
investigate. You must predict what might happen. To 
predict, make a good guess based on what you already 
know. Your hypothesis might be, “Only some rocks in my 
yard will crumble when I scratch them.” A hypothesis tells 
what you think will happen. 

You can also infer to help you form a hypothesis. To 
infer, use what you know to explain what you observed. 
Look at the rocks. 

Think of a question you 
can ask about the rock.

How do scientists investigate?
All scientists investigate, or study things, in the same 

way. Scientists ask a question. Then they make a plan to 
find the answer. Suppose you find a rock in your yard. 
Some parts of the rock crumble when you scratch it. 
Other parts of the rock are hard. You think of a question. 
“Do all rocks in my yard have parts that crumble when 
I scratch them?” A scientist would make a plan to find 
the answer!

To find the answer, a scientist forms a hypothesis. 
A hypothesis is a statement of a possible answer to your 
question. An investigation is done to test a hypothesis.
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I looked to see what she was 
screaming about. 

“Hurry, Cora, my ball is sinking 
into the water!” Lisette sobbed.

Just then a frog leaped into Lisette’s 
lap, holding Lisette’s golden ball! “You 
may have this ball back if you take 
me home with you,” the frog said.

4
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Mr. Putter & Tabby 
Fiction

Lexile: 720L

Included in the Grade 3 Library B, Lexile Span 630L–800L

Author: Cynthia Rylant

Illustrator: Arthur Howard

This Trade title follows the adventures of Mr. Putter 
and Tabby as they attend a cooking class with 
Mrs. Teaberry and her dog, Zeke. Everything takes 
a chaotic turn when Zeke bites into something 
surprising—and beans go flying!

Baseball in April 
Fiction

Lexile: 830L

Included in Grade 4 Library B, Lexile Span 790L–1010L

Author: Gary Soto

In this classic title, students will read about the author’s 
experience through eleven short stories that reveal big 
themes in the small events of daily life.

Ben’s Engineering Project 
Non fiction

Lexile: 600L

Included in Grade 4 A Library, Lexile Span 580L–790L

In this STEM-based leveled reader by Becky Manfredini, 
students will read about technology and the design 
process and learn how to solve a problem.
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Project
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Mr. Putter & Tabby
SPILL THE BEANS
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Beans, beans, beans!

A cooking class all about beans? 

What’s so exciting about that? 

Mr. Putter is about to find out!
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Neighbors

Mr. Putter and his fi ne cat, Tabby,

lived next door to Mrs. Teaberry 

and her good dog, Zeke. 

They were all good friends and neighbors. 

They liked doing things together.

They took long walks.

They had tea.
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Ben has to pick up 
all these blocks!

Introduction
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play with blocks, but he never puts them away. 
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Ben wonders how technology can help him with 

his problem. 

He has an idea! He could build a robot to pick 

up the blocks! But building a robot would take a 

really long time. 

Ben thinks of another idea. Maybe a vacuum 

cleaner will work. It sucks up dirt. Sometimes it 

sucks up paperclips and coins. Could it suck up 

the blocks? He takes out the vacuum cleaner. He 

turns it on and holds it over the blocks. Nothing 

happens. The blocks are too big for the vacuum 

cleaner to suck up. Ben needs to design a better 

plan. 

Technology is Everywhere!  

Engineers make technology to solve problems 

and to meet the needs of people around the world.

Ben thinks about the technology he has at 

home and how it can help him. Ben’s mother 

uses a computer and a printer for her business. 

Ben’s father uses a shovel when he works in the 

garden. He uses wrenches to fix his car. These 

tools are all technology. Even the car is technology 

because it helps the family get around.

Shovels are important 
technology to use in a garden. 

4
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The Math Master 
Fiction

Lexile: 970L

Included in the Grade 5 Library B, Lexile Span  
810L–NC1270L

Author: Andrea Almada

Illustrator: Becky Radtke

This Rigby Leveled Reader explores how a young girl 
learns to share her gift and help her fellow classmates.

The Hundred Dresses 
Fiction

Lexile: 870L

Included in Grade 5 Library A, Lexile Span 750L–970L

Author: Eleanor Estes

Illustrator: Louis Slobodkin

The Hundred Dresses won a Newbery® Honor in 1945 
and has never been out of print since. This timeless 
Trade book touches on themes of bullying and how 
impactful words can truly be that is still relevant in 
today’s world.
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anda wears the same faded blue dress to school every
day—yet she says she has one hundred beautiful dresses at

home, “all lined up.” The other girls don’t believe it, and when
Peggy starts a daily game of teasing Wanda about the hundred
dresses, everyone joins in. Maddie, Peggy’s best friend, goes along
with the game, but she secretly wonders whether she can find the
courage to speak up in Wanda’s defense. 

It’s not until Wanda fails to come to school one day that her
classmates learn the truth about the hundred dresses—and Maddie
and Peggy learn the meaning of kindness and generosity of spirit.

Eleanor Estes’s heartfelt story, a Newbery Honor Book and a
beloved classic for more than sixty years, offers readers of all ages 
a timeless message of compassion and understanding.

With restored illustrations by Caldecott Medalist 
Louis Slobodkin and a letter to readers 

by Helena Estes, the daughter of the author.

“[The Hundred Dresses] will take its place with the 
books that endure.”—Saturday Review

“Written with rare intuition and pictured with warm 
sympathy and charm.”—The Horn Book

“No young person . . .will ever forget it.”—Book Week

Harcourt, Inc. Ages 6 to 10 / $6.00 / Higher in Canada
525 B Street, San Diego, CA 92101
15 East 26th Street, New York, NY 10010
www.HarcourtBooks.com

Manufactured in China
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Realistic Fiction

RIGBY 
THE MATH MASTER  

Harcourt Achieve

Andrea Almada and Jeanie Stewart
Illustrated by Becky Radtke

Dora is a master at math, and she plans to 
prove she’s the best by winning a math contest. 
In the meantime, she is tutoring a young girl in 
math. But does Dora have what it takes to be a 
mentor as well as a master?
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wanda

oday, Monday, Wanda Petronski was not in her

seat. But nobody, not even Peggy and Madeline,

the girls who started all the fun, noticed her absence.

Usually Wanda sat in the next to the last seat in the
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Dora was so excited that she was
the first student to finish the math
assignment! She still had 15 minutes
before going to gym class to play
soccer. She looked at the math center
and saw that Mr. Fong hadn’t put out
any new extra credit projects. Since
she had already finished the ones that
were there, she decided to read her
library book.

Chapter 1

All Finished!
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