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About New Britain, CT
15.4% English Language Learners
75.4% Free Reduced Lunch
18.5% Students with Disabilities



in high demand.

The skills connected to writing are 
frequently cited as 21st century 
skills

– Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation



Writing Declined Different Expectations

Teacher Learning

Time to Read & Write
When we stopped monitoring 
writing, it declined in quality & 
quantity.

Expectations vastly different from 
teacher to teacher and school to 
school.

Time for teachers to learn 
collaboratively was almost 
nonexistent.

Students needed time to read and write 
daily in a variety of genres: poetry, 
narrative, expository, and argument. 

The Problem 3+ Years Ago



ability to read a text.

Teaching writing not only 
improves how well students write, 
but it also enhances a student’s

– Graham & Hebert, 2010



Why Argument?
CCR skills & Social Studies/Next Gen Science 
Standards included argument writing in 
science, social studies, and ELA.

Many teachers were teaching argument 
differently - inconsistent class to class. 

“Argument is the primary skill essential to our 
success as citizens, students, and workers.” 

– Schmoker, Graff, 2011



What We Did



Multi-Tiered Approach
• Assessment

Create district-wide reading/writing 
assessments

Unified rollout of assessments & grading 
(Writable)

• Instruction
Professional development to support 
vertical alignment

PD focus on calibration, examination of 
student work

• Technology
Google Classroom for professional 
development in 6-12

Increased focus on authentic feedback & 
revision (Writable)



The Process
Evaluate 

Work

Calibrate 
Scoring

Identify 
Next Steps

Identify 
How To 
Assess 

Next Steps

Review Standards Identify Learning 
Expectations 

Develop & 
Administer 

Baseline 
Assessment



Instructional 
Vision

Common 
Rubrics

Calibration

Looking at 
Student 

Work 
Protocol

Common 
Expectations

Unified around a 
common vision across 
ELA, Social Studies, 
Science 

Link

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IYb_Z5qMAekZHho_B4vgef_A0sjzD9Lb1EibIKmliIw/edit?usp=sharing


Unified Assessments
+ 4x/year

+ Rubrics focus on text analysis.

+ Examples across subjects:
6th Grade ELA
6th Science
8th Grade Social Studies

https://app.getwritable.com/Writing/Preview?goalId=92d55f0b-7584-4e44-8ce5-063700dd9751
https://app.getwritable.com/Writing/Preview?goalId=ef680613-141f-43ea-b487-63379d4c83b3
https://app.getwritable.com/Writing/Preview?goalId=47f7c25f-d314-436e-9334-39acc0d11371


Instructional Strategies
+ develop a common language
+ how to read and annotate an argument
+ how to organize ideas
+ how to draft an argument
+ how to revise an argument
+ argument toolbox

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CAw2SmM-YKs9T75HzwV8d5JmEyMDflq3d9N3eYY3b80/edit?usp=sharing


“Football is a dangerous sport that shouldn't be played unless contact rules are changed to 
make the game safer, in which everyone should play the sport because it teaches amazing 
life values and keeps you healthy.”  – Joe, 8th Grader

Student Work - Oration

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zYDWALFaY_7mYBXgXHstl8EfqvQhYtUpTsjRgJB12wU/edit


Student Review & Revision

The Original Rubric
Peer, self, and teacher review 
checklists & comment stems

https://app.getwritable.com/p/e07fa699-8ee1-4442-a242-278eb851d2a5?isOverlay=False&NoCopy=False&Mode=Review&PromptId=e380db74-7c68-4464-8777-9fa8bcd2668e
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iI2FTs_NjyuSdqY8b6YyDEbY0Ioq-F8z5zfy8-7K7CY/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ijG1mQ5ulgPgfoxNz8BSM_OJr8Q89mq_0x9LT7EEpYk/edit#gid=0


Anonymous, Structured, & Authentic



Everything you need to organize & measure writing



The Results



30% increase 1.7x higher growth SBAC scores

8th Grade Readiness

In district calibrated assessments Cohorts using Writable vs. not using Increase by 3% in year 1.

Curriculum shift in 8th due to 7th grade success.

What We Saw

Engagement
Student motivation grew



Questions?



Explore the power of Collections + Writable!
• Contact your HMH Account Executive for a free trial of Writable integrated 

with Collections.
• Explore on your own using this link: 

https://app.getwritable.com/login/collections/Teacher3

Great Writers Grow Here!

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/3RoGCJ6YXEh4WyQluG0AF8
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